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1. The origins (1879-1920)

The history of religious Orders shows that the founders often tried to
set up a kind of association of auxiliaries to promote the charism of
their religious family. They wrote rules of life adapted to the particular
living conditions of the laity, but which took as a starting point the
spirit of the Order itself. The lay persons remained in the world, but
they had particular bonds with the religious family.  Thus they could
share in the spiritual life and good works of the Order as rewards for
the assistance which they brought by their prayers and their offerings.2

At the beginning of the great missionary movement of the nineteenth
century, several new religious congregations were strengthened thanks
to groups of laity ready to help them in their apostolic and missionary
activity. This help took especially the form of prayer, sacrifices and
offerings. Some congregations founded associations of friends of the
missions.3 When the Spanish patronato and the Portuguese patroado
were just about over, more than two hundred and fifty associations of
laity started to rally the missionary spirit and generosity of the people
of God for the support of missionary activity.4

The origins and inspiration of the Missionary Association of Mary
Immaculate (M.A.M.I.) are found even before the foundation of the
Congregation of Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, i.e. before
1816. The first call for material aid, with the promise of prayers and
spiritual advantages in return, precedes even the foundation of the
Congregation. When Eugene de Mazenod was preparing to open the
first house of missionaries at Aix-en-Provence, in 1815, he wrote a
“Prospectus for the missions”5 in which he exposes the material diffi-
culties and limits he faced. It presents the needs of this work and a
project for the cooperation of the laity in the form of a registration and
annual subscription, according to each one’s ability.6 Then, as the new
religious Congregation of which he was the first Superior General ex-
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tended its missionary activity outside of France, he saw the need for an
association of auxiliary members to promote the work of his mission-
aries in the world;7 but the Founder never instituted an association, a
third order or a movement of lay people to support the missionary
activity of the Oblates and their vocations, nor to share their spiritual-
ity.8 As Vicar General and later as Bishop of Marseilles, he was deeply
attached to the Society for the Propagation of Faith, founded in Lyon
in 1822 by Pauline Jaricot.9 Even before sending his Missionary Ob-
lates abroad, Bishop de Mazenod favored this Society; the Diocese of
Marseilles ranked first in the whole of France for its percentage of
subscribers.10

The General Chapters of 1850 and 1856 had proposed the creation of
a lay Third Order associated with the Oblates, but Eugene de Mazenod
was opposed to this since the Society founded by Pauline Jaricot of-
fered the same advantages.11 There is no doubt that the Founder of the
Missionary Oblates encouraged the participation of the laity and other
religious in the spiritual life of the Congregation and the fruits of its
good works. In his pastoral letter for Lent of 1848,12 he recalls that the
laity are also invited to be evangelizers and should proclaim the truth
with Christian charity to bring others to conversion. Eugene de Mazenod
gives a principle which constitutes one of the fundamental elements of
the association of lay people: cooperation in the work of the propaga-
tion of the faith.13

After the death of the Founder in 1861, the attempts to organize auxil-
iaries became more frequent.  At the level of the General Administra-
tion, they are found in the reports and the resolutions of the General
Chapters. The Chapter of 1879 said:

The General Chapter desires that, with the approbation of the
Holy See and enriched with indulgences, a kind of confraternity
or Third Order be instituted by us in view of enrolling the faithful,
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both men and women, so that they may follow a more perfect way
of life and willingly and wholeheartedly undertake every kind of
good work.14

The main reasons for this proposal were to follow the example of other
congregations, to get out of isolation, to facilitate recruitment and to
obtain needed financial assistance.15 However, this proposal remained
a “pious wish”, with no other consequence than the creation of some
magazines like Les Petites Annales in France, the Oblate Missionary
Record in Ireland (1891) and La Bannière in Canada (1893).16

Twelve years later, the Chapter of 1893, following the example of the
Oblate Provinces of France and England, approved two resolutions,
the first being the foundation of an association or third order, the other,
the creation of an association for the collection of funds in favour of
the apostolic schools (juniorates).17 To see the first signs of their prac-
tical application, it will be necessary to wait until 1906, when the Chap-
ter allowed the “Marianischer Missionsverein” (MMV) (Marian Mis-
sionary Union) of the German Province to share in all the prayers and
good works of the Congregation.18

During the period between 1879 and 1920, the General Administra-
tion presented seven petitions to the Holy See to obtain indulgences in
favour of the benefactors of the Oblate juniorates,19 the members of
“Marianischer Missionsverein,”20 the “Consociatio Mariæ Immaculatæ
ad fovendas religiosas et apostolicas vocationes,”21 and the benefac-
tors of formation houses and the missions.22 These requests illustrate
the initiatives taken at the provincial level, i.e. the creation at the local
level of very concrete forms of various kinds of associations. In each
province of the Congregation, the structure and the organization of the
movement was adapted to the local situation. The differences were
due to the diverse aims of these associations, i.e., on the one hand, to
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find help for the juniorates and, on the other hand, to create a confra-
ternity or a kind of third order.23

Up to 1906, all the scholasticates and their personnel depended di-
rectly on the Superior General who had to support them financially.
But the juniorates were the responsibility of the provinces; it is they
who took the initiative to found associations to support them.

In 1840, the Province of France-South created “The Society for
Juniorates or Religious and Apostolic Vocations” to recruit and pre-
pare vocations. Benefactors could help by setting up a scholarship or
by “adopting” a young missionary, or by making a cash donation.24 In
1864, the “Scholarship Fund” was begun with the aim of covering the
expenses for the training of novices and the pupils of the juniorates.
This would later take the name “Vocations Society”. In 1907, the Les
Petites Annales magazine referred to them for the first time as the
“Association of Mary Immaculate, Vocations Society”. Five years later,
it published a plea for the Oblate missions which explained that this
association is placed under the patronage of Mary Immaculate and that
it would be called the “Association of Mary Immaculate to Support
Religious and Apostolic Vocations”.25

In Canada, the situation was very similar. In 1891, the Oblates opened
the Sacred Heart Juniorate in Ottawa. To raise the money to maintain
this house, they found some benefactors whom they called “associ-
ates.” Lists of these benefactors appeared in the review La Bannière
de Marie Immaculée, the official organ of the juniorate. Another foun-
dation, the “The Sacred Heart Fund”, also provided some assistance.26

In the Anglo-Irish Province, the situation at the beginning was similar
to that of France and Canada.  The Oblates gathered a group of bene-
factors who helped by giving grants for the pupils and the novices, but
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it was not set up as an association in the strict sense. From 1876 there
was a group in Inchicore, Ireland, for men and women; it was under
the patronage of the Immaculate Conception. In 1879, it had approxi-
mately 10,000 members.27

In 1883, Fr. William Ring, O.M.I. organized the first pilgrimage from
England and Ireland to Lourdes. To promote this work, he founded the
“Association of the Month of May”. The great success of the pilgrim-
ages28 assured a certain flow of funds. In 1888, the first financial sur-
plus is offered to support the Oblate novitiate. This help for the forma-
tion work of the Anglo-Irish Province grew year by year. Fr. Ring drafted
the statutes of the association which was given a new name: the “As-
sociation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculate”. The principal goals
were: to promote pilgrimages to Lourdes and the other principal shrines
in the world; to unite the faithful in prayer for the Church, in particular
for the Oblate missions and, finally, to share in the spiritual treasury of
the Congregation.29

At the same time, in England, Fr. Matthew Gaughren founded “Apos-
tolic Circles”,30 whose goal was to support the novitiate and the Oblate
college. These circles had twelve members who held regular meetings
to pray and to make donations for this purpose.31 The Missionary
Record, founded in 1891 in London, coordinated the activities and
missionary propaganda.32

In 1894, the deacon Max Kassiepe, encouraged by his superior, Fr.
Leon Legrand, founded the “Marianischer Missionsverein” (MMV)
(Marian Missionary Union) which spread quickly thanks to the Maria
Immaculata magazine,33 published in Valkenburg, Holland. The stat-
utes of this association appear in the May 1894 issue. The young
Kassiepe points out that there is no greater help to the missionary and
his mission than to continuously support it by prayer: it is the soul of
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missionary work.34 The goal of the association was to promote the
spread of the Kingdom of God in the Oblate missions and to support
the German Province’s Saint-Charles Juniorate. Along with the spiri-
tual side, which comprised the obligation to recite three Ave Maria
each day, there was alms, i.e. the offering of Christian charity for the
missions.

Max Kassiepe also explained the structure of the organization. Each
member offered ten pfennigs per quarter. The collection of this sum
was entrusted to the promoters, who were each responsible for a group
of twenty-five members. In exchange for this service, each leader had
the right to receive the Maria Immaculata magazine free. Each donor
received once a year a report on the activity of the missions and of the
Saint Charles Juniorate.35 Among the association’s privileges, there
was the sharing, during life and after death, in the merits of the sacri-
fices, the prayers and the works of the Congregation of the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, especially the prayers of the novices and
the seminarians; each day, a mass was celebrated for the members, in
addition to the special mass offered each first Friday of the month in
the formation houses.

The organization founded by this young Oblate had 16,000 registered
members in 1900, after only six years. In 1897, the central office was
transferred to Hünfeld. On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the
“Marianischer Missionsverein”, May 5, 1919, Pope Benedict XV con-
gratulated and blessed the founder-director and his associates for their
organization and their work.37

It is necessary to add, in connection with these beginnings, that in 1896
the Superior General, Fr. Louis Soullier38 made a request for indul-
gences to the Holy See in which, for the first time, he used the name of
“Association of Mary Immaculate to Promote Religious and Apos-
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tolic Vocations”. Following the example of the provinces of Germany,
Ireland and England, the Superior General indicated three activities: to
promote and support vocations, prayers and almsgiving, and to orga-
nize pilgrimages to the famous Catholic shrines.39 This association
obviously aimed at bringing together the three organizations founded
in the various provinces of the Congregation: the “Marianischer
Missionsverein” in Germany, the “Vocations Society” in France and
the “Association of Mary Immaculate” in Ireland. While each stressed
one activity or the other, none had the three.  The next stage would be
that of unification and collaboration.40

2. The coordination of the activities (1920-1946)

The First World War slowed down the development of the missionary
works and the forms of cooperation by the laity. The first General Chap-
ter after the war, which took place in 1920, sought to unify and better
organize under the name of Consociatio Mariæ Immaculatæ the dif-
ferent works which had developed in the provinces.41 In his report,42

the Superior General, Archbishop Augustin Dontenwill,43 said that the
goal of the “Association of Mary Immaculate” was until now to help
the vocations of the juniorists, but that circumstances led the Oblates
to broaden the scope of its activities to include all the apostolic works
of the Congregation. This new element was introduced, July 20, 1920,
by a decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary, which approved the changes
in the definition of the activities of the AMI and confirmed the grant-
ing of indulgences as approved before. The document specifies that
the sole name of the association will be Consociatio Mariæ Immaculatæ
and that its goal is not limited to helping religious vocations by prayer
and offerings, but extends to cooperation with all the missionaries in
their fields of apostolate.44
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The General Chapter approved the creation of a center for the Asso-
ciation located at the General House in Rome; however, each province
and each vicariate of the missions had the right to establish, with the
permission of the Superior General, their own center. This permission
included founding magazines, bulletins, etc. as a means of communi-
cation between the directors and the members of Association. All the
provinces were invited to promote this work in their territory.45

The next General Chapter, in 1926, submitted the question of the AMI
to the Commission for propaganda and the press. This Commission
concluded that there was a need for coordinating the activities of the
AMI, propaganda and recruitment, all of which have the same goal,
and proposed the appointment of a General Secretary who would live
in Rome and of provincial and local directors. Each community was to
have a priest responsible for the work of the AMI. The General
Secretary’s role was to centralize the flow of information, the statisti-
cal data and to coordinate the development of the various publica-
tions. The commission recommended adding to the title of the Asso-
ciation a word that stressed the idea of missions, i.e. Missionary Asso-
ciation of Mary Immaculate (MAMI).46

In 1929, Archbishop Dontenwill sent a circular letter to the Congrega-
tion entitled The Association of Mary Immaculate.47 It states that the
Association is like an extension of the Congregation among the faith-
ful. It brings together the friends and benefactors around the mission-
aries. Its members offer to work, according to their ability, to support
the missionary work. Under the protection of Mary Immaculate, they
become the “auxiliary apostles” of the Oblate missionaries. In a cer-
tain sense, they form part of this religious family, sharing its joys, its
successes and its failures. They work to make the Congregation better
known, to diffuse its publications, promote vocations and support its
apostolate with their alms. The Oblates offer them, in exchange, a shar-
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ing in the prayers, sacrifices, good works and merits of the missionar-
ies.48

Archbishop Dontenwill called attention to the increase in vocations
and the development of the structures for formation in the various prov-
inces. The search for material means always created problems for the
young Congregation. It was particularly difficult to find funds for the
students who depended directly on the provinces, but the assistance of
the M.A.M.I. made it possible to overcome this difficulty. It was now
necessary to find assistance for the missionaries “who work in the vine-
yard of the Lord.”49 Besides providing assistance through material con-
tributions, offerings and works of Christian charity, the members of
the Association would now support by continuous prayer the Oblate
missionary activities, that is, the work of the propagation of the faith
itself.

The other goal of the Association is the spread of Oblate publications.
The majority of the provinces of the Congregation created their own
reviews or periodicals. Thanks to the help of the members of the
M.A.M.I., the missionary spirit could enter the homes and develop a
missionary awareness.50

Let us note that in this Circular, the Superior General does not seek
uniformity of activities nor  to impose a single model of organization.
On the contrary, he asks that the structures be adapted to the situation
and the mind of each country or area. The experience of each province
should help to improve the service to the Congregation and its mis-
sionary activities.51

In accordance with the proposal of the 1926 General Chapter, Arch-
bishop Dontenwill presented a plan for the organization of the Asso-
ciation. Fr. Johannes Pietsch, Assistant General, was appointed Secre-
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tary General of the  M.A.M.I. He was to be responsible, with the pro-
vincial directors, for the coordination of the activity, propaganda and
information. Each province was to appoint, in each house, an Oblate
charged with finding zealous people and to encourage and coordinate
their efforts, to distribute the magazines, the newsletters and the books,
to organize the conferences in their area.53

Each provincial director was free to organize the activity of the M.A.M.I.
in his territory according to the needs of the province. This is why one
can not speak of one sole association for the Oblate world, but about a
federation of associations having the same goal and using the means
best adapted to their particular situation.54

At the end of his letter, the Superior General explains the relationship
with the Society for the Propagation of the Faith; he quotes a note from
the general council of this Society, addressed to the religious insti-
tutes, with the aim of supporting its work and not of creating similar
works which would stop its progress; the council, however, specifies
that it cannot meet all the needs of the missions. That is why it ap-
proved the cooperation of missionary institutes with groups of friends
and benefactors that supported the missionary activity. It hoped that
the religious would also recommend the Pontifical Society to the people
with whom they work. The Superior General finished by saying that
the M.A.M.I. was not there to compete, but to find the resources for
the Congregation’s missions which the Propagation of the Faith could
not provide.56

Following the publication of Circular Letter #141, there was a real
expansion of the Association throughout the Congregation. The next
General Chapter in 1932 recognized its great activity in the fields of
publications, propaganda and the recruitment of new members. Sev-
eral missionaries received directly from local centers of the  M.A.M.I.
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liturgical vestments, books and other liturgical objects for their
churches. The provincials’ reports to the Chapter57 indicate that, with-
out the help of the members of the Association, they could not have
maintained their formation houses. It was with a great joy that they
noted the increase in the number of associates: for example, in Ger-
many, there were 110,000 registered; in Czechoslovakia 20,000, and
in Canada 8,000.

In 1934, the General Director of the M.A.M.I. initiated a program of a
daily mass offered for all the members of the Association. This idea
had been put forth from the start by the Province of Germany for the
members of the “Marianischer Missionsverein.” Thus, with the coop-
eration of all the provinces of the Congregation, Fr. Pietsch made a list
of fixed dates so that at least one mass would be said each day for the
members of the M.A.M.I. This practice has two sides: on the one hand,
all the provinces assume the responsibility for saying the mass in turn
and, on the other hand, all the members benefit.60

3. Regrouping the Associations

The 1948 General Chapter asked the new Superior General, Fr. Léo
Deschâtelets,61 to send a circular letter about the M.A.M.I., which would
specify the rules of its activity and the new calendar for the daily masses.
Fr. Deschâtelets appointed the fifth Assistant General, Fr. Gaetano
Drago, General Director of the Association and the following year
published Circular Letter No. 182, entitled Missionary Association of
Mary Immaculate.  Origins - Statutes - Organization. After a short
summary of the history of the M.A.M.I. and an explanation aimed at
correcting a false interpretation about Eugene de Mazenod’s role in
the creation of the movement,63 the Superior General sets the orienta-
tion for the future. The Association should be “a true army of the faith-
ful gathered around us [Oblates…]. They will be relatives and young
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people […] who are interested in our juniorists, our novices, our scho-
lastics.”64 In the official title, Consociatio Missionaria Mariæ
Immaculatæ, the word missionary was to be obligatory and present in
all the translations because it was approved by the Holy See.

The goal of the Association is threefold: first of all, to form the Asso-
ciates with a solid piety and a strong devotion to Mary Immaculate,
patroness of the Congregation and the Association; in the second place,
to encourage them to help the missionary vocations and the formation
houses and, finally, to interest them in the conversion of sinners and
infidels.66 Among the means, there are prayer, (three Ave Maria each
day for the formation of missionaries and the conversion of sinners),
action (the publications and propaganda), and alms. In return, the As-
sociates will share in all the spiritual benefits offered by the Congrega-
tion, i.e. the prayers, good works of all the Oblates, the special prayers
in the houses of formation and indulgences. Each day, a mass is cel-
ebrated for all the living and deceased Associates. The enrollment in
the Association makes it possible to become an auxiliary apostle and
to belong to a movement which is the extension of a missionary con-
gregation.67

Regarding the organization of the Association, the document under-
lines the principal role of the promoters who are the true co-operators
and coordinators of the interior life. Under their guidance, the mem-
bers will carry out their activities and their service for the missions.
The letter specifies the conditions of enrollment68 and the case of de-
ceased Associates, who remain in the Association and profit from the
perpetual masses, but it is impossible to register the deceased as mem-
bers of the M.A.M.I., since it is a community of the living. Their en-
rollment is possible, but only on the list of the deceased benefactors.69

One of the new features was a 15% tax on all income of the Associa-
tion, which was to be sent twice a year to Rome and put at the disposal
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of the Superior General. He would distribute this money to the needi-
est missions, the more recent missions or those in difficulty.70 This
provision changed at the 1953 Chapter to a voluntary contribution,
and was soon forgotten.71

The most positive aspect of this document was to stress the spiritual
training of the members. The Superior General affirmed that this Chris-
tian formation was the first and most important goal of the  M.A.M.I.
The Oblate missionaries must work very seriously for the personal
sanctification of the  Associates and inspire them with a true mission-
ary spirit. The members of Missionary Association of Mary Immacu-
late belong to the religious family of the Oblates; they are their col-
laborators. That is why they must be formed with an Oblate spiritual-
ity, especially a devotion to Mary Immaculate and a concern for the
salvation of souls. Material aid is not the principal goal, but the cre-
ation of an elite of faithful for cooperation in all the fields of Oblate
apostolate. All the formation must be well planned, from the local level
up to the central level. Not only the laity, but also contemplative women
religious are invited to belong to the Association and to cooperate spiri-
tually in the development of the missions. The provinces have the au-
tonomy to organize meetings, retreats and spiritual exercises not only
for the promoters, but also for all the members of the M.A.M.I.72.

Circular Letter No. 182 announced the decision to make the AROMI,73

the monthly bulletin of the General Administration, the official organ
of the General Director of the Association. However, in the beginning,
collaboration between the printing service and the M.A.M.I. did not
function well and the Association decided to promote the develop-
ment of the publications in the provinces.74  Some of them establish
their own printing facilities, like Der Weinberg in Germany, Pôle et
Tropiques in France and Belgium, the Lourdes Messenger in England
and Ireland, L’Apostolat in Canada and Missioni OMI in Italy.75 The
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province of Germany set up a vast distribution network for the review
Der Weinberg, especially through the promoters, and exceeded a cir-
culation of 125,000 in 1961.76

The following General Chapters in 1953, 1959 and 1965 underlined
the great progress of the activities of the M.A.M.I. The Association
was helping in almost all the provinces and vicariates of the Congre-
gation, adapting itself to the various circumstances.77 New forms of
the movement which corresponded to the times and the countries be-
gan to emerge.78 There was an evident shift of the center of coordina-
tion from Rome to the provinces. The Association appears as a federa-
tion of associations which function each in its own way and according
to needs of the province, but which are linked by the same charism and
the same program of daily masses for all the members without excep-
tion.79

Following the example of aggiornamento given by the Second Vatican
Council, during the 1966 General Chapter the Oblates try to interpret
the thought of the Founder according to the terminology of the times.
The revision of the Constitutions and Rules stressed the values to which
the contemporary world was particularly sensitive and to which the
Council had made reference. It presented, moreover, a new theological
reflection on the Church, missionary activity and the laity. In the pro-
visional text, promulgated on August 2, 1966 by Fr. Deschâtelets, Su-
perior General, we find for the first time texts concerning the laity.80

Constitution 2 affirms that “In a spirit of fraternal charity they [Ob-
lates] collaborate with all other Institutes, with the clergy, and with the
laity in the work of evangelization.” As servants of the Church, they
are called to cooperate with the other Gospel workers and, among them,
the laity. Rule 4 specifies this cooperation well:
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Knowing that conditions in a given society can sometimes be such
as to hinder the work of evangelization, they will be able to
cooperate with all the organizations interested in the improvement
of human conditions. They will not be unfamiliar with the
efficacious means used by such organizations. Let them be careful
however not to become involved in temporal affairs, but rather to
help lay people, who will be directly in charge, to assume their
full responsibilities as persons and as Christians.

It is also necessary to point out the text of Rules 25 and 40 which
speak about a close “collaboration with a well-trained laity, whom they
will develop and inspire”;81 the Oblate communities “will welcome…
lay persons who cooperate with us in the apostolate.”82 At the service
of the community of the baptized, the Oblates “will gladly acknowl-
edge the charisms of lay people and ardently foster their development”
as Constitution 47 stresses. They will respect their freedom in the secular
sphere, and support them in their proper role in the mission of the
Church.83

The 1972 General Chapter should have re-examined the provisional
text of 1966 for a final approval, but the capitulars felt that this  trial
period had not been long enough and decided to prolong it until the
following Chapter.84  They only modified some Rules, and added a
second part to Rule 89:

The Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate is strongly
recommended as a most important  association and a valid help
from the laity in favor of our missionary thrust and outlook.85

Among the reasons for this addition, we must underline the fact that
the members of the M.A.M.I., by their prayer, their sacrifices and their
material contributions had made a considerable contribution to the
missionary work and that, in fact, this association could become a means
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of beginning a kind of affiliation to the Congregation of Missionary
Oblates.86 The  M.A.M.I. appears for the first time in the Constitutions
and Rules of the Oblates. This movement, which in 1971, numbered
some 900,000 members in fourteen provinces of the Congregation and
provided some US$700,000 to the missionary activity,87 set down the
path of a new and closer cooperation with the Oblates.

It is necessary to note some new elements that appear in the activity of
the M.A.M.I. after the Second Vatican Council. Among the recom-
mended goals, there is action for justice in the world, ecumenism, help
for development in the Third World, and the formation of the laity for
the apostolate. For the cultivation of a missionary spirit in the associ-
ates, the need for the meetings with missionaries on holiday in their
country of origin is stressed. Meetings, audio-visual conferences, the
magazines, the annual or occasional pilgrimages also certainly con-
tributed to the recruitment of new members. The provinces insisted on
the role of annual retreats for the promoters, in Oblate houses or in the
parishes.88

During the meeting of provincial directors of the M.A.M.I. which took
place in Rome, February 12, 1978, the then Superior General, Fr.
Fernand Jetté, insisted on the fact that the members of the Association
are lay people and must remain so, but that they have an Oblate heart
and are in a certain sense, part of the Oblate family. They not only
provide material aid for Oblate works and missionary activity, they do
not only promote vocations, but they offer something more signifi-
cant: their faith in the Congregation and their esteem for it. The Ob-
lates have needed and will continue to need the laity in order to live in
holiness.89 The members of the Association are entitled to their special
prayers and their spiritual assistance, but that is not enough: Oblates
must be committed to helping them develop their interior life and Ob-
late spirituality.90
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In 1980, the General Director, Fr. Anthony Hall, prepared the Direc-
tory of the Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate.91 This docu-
ment gives a short historical synthesis of the movement, its definition,
its goal, its advantages, its privileges, its organization, its program and
its projects. The  M.A.M.I. is an association of volunteers, friends of
the Oblates, whose purpose is to support the missionary effort of the
Congregation. Among the privileges which are reserved to them, are
the indulgences approved by the Apostolic Penitentiary on November
21, 1967.92

The document specifies that the provincial directors, who are respon-
sible for the animation and the organization of the Association in their
provinces, are named by the provincial superior. The confirmation of
this nomination by the Superior General is not necessary. The mem-
bers meet at general meetings, on the occasion of patron feasts,93 or at
ordinary meetings to plan, evaluate and make decisions. The celebra-
tion of a monthly mass for the missions is also recommended. Among
the new elements to be noted are the recommendation to create prayer
groups, and groups of volunteers for the missions and the assistance of
the sick and the handicapped.94
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